
Press release   

 

thyssenkrupp Marine Systems GmbH, Werftstraße 112 – 114, 24143 Kiel 
T: +49 431 700 0, F: +49 431 700 2312, marinesystems@thyssenkrupp.com, www.thyssenkrupp-marinesystems.com  
Supervisory Board (Chairman): Oliver Burkhard 
Executive Board: Dr. Rolf Wirtz (Chairman), Paul Glaser, Bernd Hartmann, Dr. Luis Alejandro Orellano  
Registered Office: Kiel, Commercial Register: Court of Kiel HRB 6960 KI 

 Marine Systems 

  

 8 July  2021 

Page 1/2 

thyssenkrupp Marine Systems receives largest order in its history 

 

thyssenkrupp Marine Systems has officially been commissioned to build six identical Type 

212CD submarines. The procurement organizations of Norway and Germany signed the 

corresponding contracts today. Due to the pandemic situation, the ceremony took place on 

a small scale and virtually; the customers were connected via video conference in Kiel. 

After the event, CEO Dr. Rolf Wirtz said: “The 212CD order is a major milestone. The 

Norwegian and German navies are getting the most modern submarines in the world, 

international and industrial teamwork will permanently shape cooperation in the maritime 

sector, and we have created capacity utilization for our company. Today is a good day for 

our employees and for thyssenkrupp!” 

 

Worth approx. 5,5 billion Euro, the order comprises the delivery of two submarines to the 

German Navy and four to the Norwegian Navy. 

 

Only yesterday, on 7 July, thyssenkrupp Marine Systems and its Norwegian industrial 

partner Kongsberg signed a cooperation agreement. Industrial cooperation between 

Germany and Norway is a cornerstone of the 212CD project – thyssenkrupp Marine 

Systems relies on the Norwegian company Kongsberg for this project and for other projects 

on the world market. After signing the contract with Kongsberg on 7 July 2021, CFO Paul 

Glaser commented: “With Kongsberg, we have a strong partner with whom we will continue 

to realize many projects together in the future. The contract with Kongsberg is by far the 

largest part of the 212CD project – a sign of how close the connection between Norway and 

Germany really is.” 

 

Norway and Germany had already entered into a cooperation in 2017 that goes beyond the 

construction of six new HDW Type 212CD submarines, as a new generation of the Type 

212A. The design of the Type 212A submarine, which has proven itself in service with the 

German and Italian navies, will be further developed with the integration of advanced 

technologies to expand the U212 family in Europe. This project is another important step 

towards deepening and expanding European cooperation in the field of defence. 

Construction of the first boat will begin in 2023. Delivery of the first submarine for the 

Norwegian Navy is expected for 2029, while delivery of the two boats for the German Navy 

is scheduled for 2032 and 2034. In preparation for the order, thyssenkrupp has already 

initiated investments of around €250 million in 2019. The aim is to further develop 

thyssenkrupp Marine Systems at the Kiel location into an international centre of 

http://www.thyssenkrupp-marinesystems.com/
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competence for the construction of conventional submarines. Construction of a new 

shipbuilding hall has already begun, and progress is clearly visible at the shipyard site. 

With the order now placed in the Norwegian-German strategic cooperation project U212CD, 

thyssenkrupp Marine Systems will consolidate its partnership with Kongsberg Defence & 

Aerospace (KDA), which has already existed since 2017, and expand its value-adding 

industrial partnerships in Norway and Germany.  

 

212CD | Submarine design – Main data 

Displacement  (surface): ~ 2,500 m³ 

Length overall: ~ 73 m 

Beam: ~ 10 m 

Height: ~ 13 m 

 
 

About thyssenkrupp Marine Systems 
With around 6,000 employees, thyssenkrupp Marine Systems is one of the world's leading 

marine companies and a systems provider in submarine and surface shipbuilding as well as 

maritime electronics and security technology. Over 180 years of history and the constant 

pursuit of improvements are the basis for the company's success in constantly setting new 

standards. thyssenkrupp Marine Systems offers customized solutions for highly complex 

challenges in a changing world. The driving forces behind this are the employees of the 

company, who shape the future of thyssenkrupp Marine Systems with passion and 

commitment every day. More information at www.thyssenkrupp-marinesystems.com  

 

About Kongsberg Defence & Aerospace 

Kongsberg Defence & Aerospace, a subsidiary of KONGSBERG ASA, is Norway’s premier 

supplier of defence and aerospace-related systems and solutions. The company’s portfolio 

comprises products and systems for command and control, information, data handling and 

surveillance, communications solutions, space technology, missiles and remotely 

controlled systems. Kongsberg Defence & Aerospace also has extensive capabilities within 

advanced composite manufacturing and maintenance, repair and overhaul within the 

aircraft and helicopter market. Kongsberg Defence & Aerospace is one of three business 

areas, each with a world-class product portfolio and a proven track record. With 3,100 

employees, the company strive to develop and offer innovative and reliable solutions for 

extreme conditions worldwide. 
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